210                     HISTORY OF THE DECCAN

therefore, reach the aggregate sum of about forty lakhs
of rupees, which should have, but had not been credited
to the Nizam.    That this demand was justified is shown
by the fact that it was subsequently admitted, and since
1853 these excise  duties have been regularly paidio
the  Nizam's  Government.    But  even General Fraser,
inclined as he was to help the Nizam, was not able to
admit the validity of this claim under the existing cir-
cumstances.    The claim was one that was open to argu-
ment,  whereas  the  debt  was  an  acknowledged fact.
He could not, therefore, admit a claim open to dispute
as a set-off to an acknowledged debt.    The latter must
be paid according to the terms of the agreement, whereas
the former might be left open to future consideration.
As already mentioned, the claim was subsequently ad-
mitted,   and  has  since been  regularly paid, but the
arrears which had accrued during forty years, and which
apparently had never been claimed by the Hyderabad
Government during that time have never been paid up
to the present day.

The months in 1852 passed on, and not only was no
further instalment of principal debt received, but also
the current cost of the Contingent again began to fall in
arrears, so that it became apparent to the Governor-
General that the Nizam would be unable to fulfil his
promise.    Accordingly, a letter was despatched to  the
Resident in which the matter of assignment of territory
was again dwelt upon.    This letter was remarkable *for
an entire change in Lord Dalhousie's views regarding the
status of the Contingent.    Hitherto he had always main-
tained, not only that there was no injustice in the main-
tenance of the Contingent, but that its constitution was
actually based on the treaty of 1800, because under that
treaty the Nizam had agreed to furnish 15,000 men in